
Wow! Summer is in full swing, and I am already looking forward to the fall! I hope 
everyone is staying cool and comfortable during this heat with plenty of fans, pools, 
electrolytes, and shade for both themselves and their camelids! 
 
Summer Educational Seminar 
   Over the summer, FALA hosted an educational seminar where our members had the 
opportunity to learn about a variety of interesting and important topics. Sessions 
included how to dye fiber, how to choose and properly fit a pack, common diseases 
and potential parasite threats, and how to select the right livestock guardian dog for 
your needs. 
   The day was packed with knowledge, fun, and great fellowship! We strive to make 
each educational seminar both informative and enjoyable so that all of our mem-
bers—from beginners to seasoned camelid enthusiasts—can continue learning and 
expanding their knowledge. 
   Please let the board know if there are any specific topics or areas of interest you 
would like us to consider for future educational seminars! 
 
Fairs and Shows 
   We have also been busy planning for the upcoming year, including the FALA Winter Classic Show and the Florida State Fair. 
   If any members would like to volunteer at either of these events or are interested in learning more about showing their animals, please let 
us know! We are more than happy to help guide you and get you where you need to be. 
          FALA Winter Classic Show 
          Location: Haley Stables, Lady Lake, Florida        Dates: January 16–17, 2027         Judge: Isaac Beck 
                              Florida State Fair Llama and Alpaca Show 
                              Location: Tampa, Florida          Dates: February 11–14, 2027          Judge: Lauren Wright 
 
Elections 
   We will be holding elections for the upcoming year, and several positions will be available. If you are interested in running for a position 
and helping with the organization and planning of events, please contact John Previte at jprevite@verizon.net. 
   Getting involved on the board is a wonderful way to help shape the future of FALA and contribute to our growing camelid community! 
 
Youth 
Any youth interested in participating in the Florida State Fair should contact Tracy Weaver at lotsallamas@earthlink.net to make sure they 
have all the important dates, deadlines, and information needed to participate. 
 
Annual Meeting          Sunday, November 15, 2026 
   This year’s Annual Meeting will be held at Withlacoochee State Park in Dade City, Florida. Our annual hike and challenge will take place in 
the morning, followed by lunch and the annual meeting. 
   This is always a wonderful day filled with fun, fellowship, and time spent with fellow members and friends. I look forward to seeing every-
one there! 
 
As we head toward an exciting fall and winter season, I hope to see many of you at our upcoming events. Thank you to all of our members, 
volunteers, and board make FALA smembers for helping uch a wonderful organization! 
 
  Sarah Strautmann, FALA President 
     Heaven Sent Ranch 

*The information printed within this publication is for informational purposes only. Always rely on your veterinarian for advice and treatment. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles, letters, ads and editorials are solely the opinions of the author(s) and do not necessarily express the views of FALA. Acceptance of advertising/

bulletin board items does not imply endorsement of products or services. Articles, letters, pictures and other contributions are welcomed.  
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Great job Sarah Strautmann and Candice Miller for organizing this wonderful event. I had fun watching and 

listening to the spectators who were very excited to see the alpacas and llamas!  

The young exhibitors did an excellent job creating and setting up the courses and performing! Kudos also to 

Maya Miller for judging, and teaching by providing positive and constructive feedback! The Camelids were 

very impressive too! 

HAVING FUN WITH CAMELIDS...IN THE COMMUNITY 
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2026 FALA EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR  

Thanks to everyone who participated and attended this year's FALA 
Educational Seminar. As usual there was a lot of caring and sharing! 
We were extremely thankful to have back Dr Lisa Edwards again 
this year from UF. She brought Dr. Marcela Valdes Soto with her 
and they shared a lot of important information on Camelid health. 
Please click on the link below for copies of their presentations. 
http://www.falainc.com/Links.html While you missed a lot of the 
detailed conversations, these presentations still offer great infor-
mation.  
 
We needed a 3rd opinion, so "Dr. Kyle Llama" offered his opinion 
on a few topics. He took time out of his busy schedule of showing 
off all of his Pack options. Fleece was flying and dying all different 
colors. We discussed guardian dogs and so much more. Always 

http://www.falainc.com/Links.html?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExOWJpS3VXbW1NeU9FeTFpMXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6yjE8uNQHgEpg_8kTNVOjlN42z2B89ULsL36MHGh2AHgOTItiHfCaqVw97Gg_aem_8Yzgti2uPiWV66HEyWrAqA
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2026 FALA EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR  
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2026 Calendar of Events 

We’re on the  

Web! 

Falainc.com 

September 27 , 2026 — FALA Meeting     1pm Social   2pm Meeting 

  Terry Thorspecken, Villa Llama, 33330 County Road 437, Sorrento, FL 

  (Special drive instructions:   you reach address at mailbox, drive down access road  

  about 1/4 mile, past a nursery, then you'll see my gate. Drive up to the house.) 

  Bring your chairs. 
 

November 15, 2026 — FALA Annual Meeting and Llama Trek 

  Withlacoochee River Park, Dade City, FL 

  Walk 9:00am - 11:30am, lunch at noon or upon return of trekkers with animals,  

  meeting after lunch. 

Need to re-home a llama or alpaca? Contact Claudia Hammack, llamachick@yahoo.com 

 
Youth interested in showing a llama or alpaca for FFA, 4-H, or for fun? Contact  Tracy Weaver,  
          lotsallamas@earthlink.net 

Camelidynamics 

August 17, 2026 

 

Observing alpacas and llamas without a task 

 

How often do you spend time with your alpacas or llamas when you don’t need anything from them? 

No haltering, no toenail trimming, no injections, no training or handling. You’re just there... when 

was the last time you did nothing? 

 

Sit down, be quiet and watch your llamas or alpacas. Notice who comes closer, who keeps their dis-

tance, what changes when you stop trying to make something happen. Notice how they rest, how 

they relate to one another, how they move, scratch and graze. 

 

Some of the most useful things I’ve learned about camelids have come from simply spending time 

with them. 

 

Try it sometime. What do you notice? 

mailto:mailto:llamachick@yahoo.com
mailto:mailto:lotsallamas@earthlink.net
https://www.facebook.com/Camelidynamics?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaClTqPifH1oJazvdv73QSENwweaxyJIcxY6o7lGTYdPjFN78wlARjrSVDPNkElKuRPlyTK8IPfrXcneqj5bn5bEAV9KBRXGZZtSmf2fNMVcJs6Oyu3boGbXct56ezNHV2LksQ-367nq8M4UByH3eGtsq7lrSdAXJQecYDSyhQ8Sw&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R

